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Introduction
The exhibitors at this event are attending because they want to talk to 
you about their opportunities, as well as to encourage good applicants to 
apply to them. This is an excellent opportunity for you to meet and talk to 
top charities and find out about local good causes.

Making the most of the event
Start by reading through all of the guide notes. Have in your mind some 
preliminary thoughts on which organisations you want to approach first, 
but then use the opportunity to explore further. Be open to new ideas. 

There's a variety of charities you can get involved with. We’ve added 
some categories to help you navigate the fair. If you can’t find what 
you’re looking for, please let us know and we’ll be happy to help.

We hope you enjoy the event and get as much out of it as you can!

Visit the Volunteer Centre
Discover the many and varied ways you can help out in your local 
community. Find out about opportunities that match your interests, or try 
something new and gain new skills! Contact us with any questions you 
have about volunteering, or to book in for a Volunteering 1-1 chat 
session. Appointments are either virtual via telephone or in person. 
Come and visit us on the Volunteer Centre stand, Tuesdays 11.00am to 
2.00pm, JHBB Forum.

Please contact us at volunteering@brookes.ac.uk.

Volunteer to: 
● Have fun
● Meet new people
● Get to know your local community
● Make a difference
● Increase your skills and gain work experience
● Boost your wellbeing

mailto:volunteering@brookes.ac.uk


Arts at the Old Fire Station

The Old Fire Station is a centre for creativity in Oxford housing 
two organisations: the homelessness charity Crisis and Arts at 
the Old Fire Station (AOFS). We share our building. AOFS 
encourages people from all backgrounds to understand and 
shape the world in which we live through stories, creativity and 
the arts, and by connecting with others.

Volunteer roles: Ushering on theatre shows and Translating a 
volunteer guide

Time commitment: Very flexible

Location: Ushering at the Old Fire Station, 40 George Street, 
Oxford, Translating will be online

Contact us: volunteer@oldfirestation.org.uk 

Find out more: 
https://oldfirestation.org.uk/get-involved/volunteer 
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Museum of Oxford

The Museum of Oxford (MOX) is the only museum dedicated to 
telling the story of Oxford and its people. Located inside Oxford 
Town Hall, MOX shows the changing history of our city through 
objects, interactive displays, special exhibitions, events and 
workshops. Volunteers support the Museum's mission to create 
a welcoming, inclusive and fun space to learn about Oxford's 
history. As a volunteer at MOX, you get the chance to learn 
about Oxford, give back to your community, gain new skills, 
make use of your talents, become part of a friendly team and 
share your enthusiasm with the public.

Volunteer roles: Welcoming Volunteers help to share the history 
of our amazing city with our visitors by welcoming visitors into 
the museum's galleries and engaging them with our objects, 
displays and interactive exhibits. 

Time commitment: 4 hours a month if you can

Location: Museum of Oxford, Oxford Town Hall, St Aldates, 
Oxford, OX1 1BX (City centre)

Contact us: museum@oxford.gov.uk 

Find out more: 
https://museumofoxford.org/support-us/volunteering 
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The Story Museum

The Story Museum is a most unusual museum in the heart of 
Oxford. It is our vision to enrich all lives, especially young lives, 
through story. Our mission to achieve this is to collect great 
stories from all times, all places and in all forms and share them 
in great ways - and we always welcome new volunteers to the 
team! Volunteers report that through their experience at The 
Story Museum, they have gained in confidence, developed 
interpersonal and customer service skills, increased their 
knowledge of stories and storytelling throughout history and it 
has prepared them for future employment. They've also said that 
it's a lot of fun!

Volunteer roles: 
● Front of House support (Checking tickets, helping visitors 

interact with the exhibitions, supporting with our Early 
Years area, running drop-in craft sessions, resetting/tidying 
spaces and helping out in the Café)

● Events volunteering (stewarding events in our theatre)
● Participation projects and workshops (supporting staff on 

the day with welcoming and interacting with participants, 
preparing resources and running activities)

Time commitment: Very flexible / guided by what the volunteer 
can commit.

Location: The Story Museum, 42 Pembroke Street, Oxford

Contact us: Ellie via email (ellie.godfrey@storymuseum.org)

Find out more: 
https://www.storymuseum.org.uk/support-us/volunteer 
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ARCh Assisted Reading for Children

ARCh Assisted Reading for Children is an Oxfordshire charity 
that helps primary school children develop a love of reading 
through the support of trained volunteer Reading Helpers. Our 
volunteers spend time each week in school during term time, 
providing one-to-one reading sessions that build confidence, 
improve literacy, and inspire children to enjoy books. We 
currently support hundreds of children in schools across the 
county, helping them reach their full potential both in the 
classroom and beyond. Volunteering with ARCh is a rewarding 
opportunity to make a lasting difference in a child's life and gain 
experience of working with children in a friendly and supportive 
community. No teaching experience required- full training, 
ongoing guidance and resources are provided, making it easy for 
anyone with good communication skills and a passion for 
helping children to get involved!

Volunteer roles: ARCh Reading Helpers- going into local 
primary schools to support children in 30 minute 1:1 reading 
sessions for a year.

Time commitment: Up to 90 minutes twice a week

Location: In schools across Oxfordshire- we can find 
placements near to students homes, we work in over 100 
Oxfordshire schools

Contact us: info@archoxfordshire.org.uk 

Find out more: https://archoxfordshire.org.uk/volunteering 
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IntoUniversity

IntoUniversity’s mission is to provide local support that can 
break cycles of disadvantage and open up new opportunities for 
young people. We support young people from disadvantaged 
neighbourhoods to attain their chosen aspiration, including 
further and higher education, employment and work-based 
training. Through volunteering with IntoUniversity you can: 

● Make a real difference to a young person’s life
● Be an inspirational role model to a young person
● Share knowledge and expertise of your education and 

career experiences 
● Develop skills and enhance your CV

Volunteer roles: University Student Mentor: You will be paired 
with a young person aged 10-17 and lead one-to-one mentoring 
sessions, supporting your mentee with academic skills, social 
and emotional development, and future thinking. 

Time commitment: Mentoring sessions last one hour, with pairs 
often meeting every two weeks during the academic year. 
Sessions can be scheduled around your availability and take 
place Monday to Friday, between 4pm and 5:30pm.

Location: IntoUniversity Oxford, Jubilee 77 Centre Sorrel Road 
Oxford OX4 6SH. Online meetings are possible

Contact us: 01865 773669 samuel.patterson@intouniversity.org 

Find out more: 
https://intouniversity.org/centre/intouniversity-oxford-
south-east 
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Oxford Hub

We are the hub of community organising in Oxford, working 
together to build a better Oxford by tackling inequalities of 
health, education and opportunity. 
We run volunteering programmes and facilitate community 
organising to equip, empower and support people to tackle 
inequalities with a focus on where the need and opportunity to 
make a difference is greatest.

Volunteer roles: Youth programmes volunteering focus on 
tutoring and mentoring

Time commitment: 12 hours over 12 weeks, mentoring 1 year 
commitment to taking out a young person 2-3 times a month for 
respite

Location: Online and in person in Oxfordshire

Find out more: https://www.oxfordhub.org/programmes 
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Refugee Education UK

Refugee Education UK supports young refugees and asylum 
seekers to access and do as well as they can in their education 
journey in the UK. Volunteers are an essential part of our work, 
provide one-to-one support, working in groups and by helping 
the charity develop its offer.

Volunteer roles: 
● Educational mentor: 1:1 educational support, weekly 

meeting with a young refugee
● OP volunteer: support the teacher in our class for newly 

arrived young people one morning a week
● Materials development: help us build our teaching 

materials to use in our different projects.
● Fundraising volunteer: contribute to our work and gain 

experience by creating a fundraising project

Time commitment: 1 to 2 hours per week. 

Location: Oxford. Mentoring and materials development roles 
could be online, to be agreed

Contact us: mentoring.oxford@reuk.org or 07562262718

Find out more: https://www.reuk.org/volunteer  
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My Life My Choice

My Life My Choice is a self-advocacy organisation. Our vision is 
a world where people with learning disabilities have choice and 
control over their own lives and are treated without prejudice.
We believe that everyone deserves the opportunity to enjoy life 
to the fullest and create cherished memories. 
Gig Buddies is a volunteer befriending scheme that pairs adults 
with learning disabilities and/or autistic people with volunteers 
who share similar interests. Together, they attend events like gigs 
or any social-related activity they both enjoy, building genuine 
friendships and expanding their social circles.

Volunteer roles: Meet up with your buddy roughly once a month 
to attend a gig or social event together. Help choose what to do 
and make practical arrangements (like transport).

Time commitment: Once a month activity/outing

Location: Oxfordshire

Contact us: megan@mylifemychoice.org.uk 

Find out more: 
https://mylifemychoice.org.uk/get-involved-as-a-volunteer 
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Oxfordshire Mind

We are Oxfordshire Mind, your local mental health charity. We’ve 
been campaigning for better mental health in Oxfordshire for 
over 50 years with our campaigning and support services. Like 
all local Minds, we are an independent charity that is affiliated 
with the national Mind association.
Our vision: We won’t give up until everyone experiencing a 
mental health issue gets both support and respect.
Our mission: We promote good mental health, through the 
provision of high quality services and campaigning for positive 
change.

Volunteer roles: We are frequently and regularly seeking 
support for:

● Events and Fundraising
● Admin
● Wellbeing Support
● Peer Support

Time commitment: 1/2 a day a week for a minimum of 3 
months

Location: Locations vary, come ask us!

Contact us: volunteering@oxfordshiremind.org.uk 

Find out more: 
https://www.oxfordshiremind.org.uk/support-us/volunteer/ 
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Helen & Douglas House

We provide hospice care for babies and children in Oxfordshire 
and surrounding counties.  Our volunteers give thousands of 
hours of their time and that equates to hundreds of thousands of 
pounds in value to the charity.

Volunteer roles: We have a wide variety of volunteer roles at the 
hospice, as well as in our shops, warehouse and within our 
e-commerce team.

Time commitment: We are able to accommodate shift in our 
shops for as little as 2 hours at a time.  Ideally we'd like a 
commitment of a regular day and time to enable the managers to 
plan.

Location: Our hospice is on Magdalen Road, just off the Cowley 
Road. Shops in Oxford are in Headington, Summertown and 
Rose Hill with others elsewhere. Our warehouse and 
e-commerce office are on the south east side of the city.

Contact us: volunteer@helenanddouglas.org.uk or you can call 
for a chat on 01865 794749 and ask for John Hawkins 

Find out more: 
https://www.helenanddouglas.org.uk/get-involved/volunteer 
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Be Free Young Carers

Be Free Young Carers is a proudly independent Oxfordshire 
charity. We build strong, personal relationships with our young 
carers aged 8-17, their families, schools, and local communities. 
Our support helps young carers rediscover their childhood, build 
confidence, and thrive. A young carer is a child/ teen who 
provides unpaid care and support to a family member who 
cannot manage on their own due to illness, disability, mental 
health issues, or addiction.
Volunteering for Be free Young Carers is flexible, a brilliant way 
to give back, meet like-minded people, and enjoy fantastic days 
out. It’s a rewarding way to support a young person, gain new 
skills and be part of a caring community.

Volunteer roles: Be Free Young Carers offers a variety of 
rewarding volunteer opportunities to support young carers 
across Oxfordshire. Whether you'd like to help on trips, support 
a Youth Club, or become a Befriender, there's a role to suit your 
interests and availability.

● Support Our Trips
● Support Our Youth Clubs
● Become a Befriender

Time commitment: Depending on role- Befriending is 2-3 hours 
every week or fortnight. Trip volunteers are during school 
holidays only and whenever volunteers can commit.

Location: Locally around Oxfordshire and sometimes slightly 
outside of Oxfordshire for trips.

Find out more: https://befreeyc.org.uk/support-us/ 
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Children Heard and Seen

We support children impacted by parental imprisonment, to 
reduce the isolation, shame and stigma they face. We work with 
children and their parent/carer in 1-1 sessions swell as group 
sessions and face to face activities. We have a therapeutic 
Minecraft group, chess club, book club and many more. As a 
volunteer you can act as a positive role model and give children 
the opportunity to try new things, access resources and develop 
life skills. Together, the mentor and child set goals to improve 
achievement in school, strengthen social relationships and 
develop new skills.

Volunteer roles: We have volunteering opportunities for face to 
face and online volunteer mentors who are matched with 
children based on common interests, age and individual needs 
of a child. Students need to be empathetic with a desire to 
support vulnerable children and family members. 

Time commitment: We ask volunteers to commit to 1-2 hours a 
week over a 6 month period.

Location: There are face to face opportunities across 
Oxfordshire. We will match students and children based on 
location and transport available. There are online mentoring roles 
available too.

Contact us: James@childrenheardandseen.co.uk 

Find out more: 
https://childrenheardandseen.co.uk/volunteering-2/ 
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Oxford Nightline

Oxford Nightline is a completely independent listening, support 
and information service run for and by students of Oxford 
Brookes University and the University of Oxford. We aim to 
provide every student in Oxford with the opportunity to talk to 
someone in confidence. Our volunteers are there to listen from 
8pm to 8am, every night of term, when most services are closed. 
We operate on the principle of non-directional listening, meaning 
we don’t give callers advice or tell them what to do. Our service 
is founded on complete confidentiality, non-judgemental 
listening, patient conversation and respect for every caller. 

Volunteer roles: Listening volunteer - Listening volunteers are 
there for anyone who needs someone to talk to at night. This 
would involve listening without offering advice or solutions, but 
just helping the caller talk about what they want to talk about. 
Publicity, Fundraising and Outreach team - Volunteers shape our 
identity through creative design and content creation to help us 
reach students through compelling visual messaging. 

Time commitment: Listening volunteers are required to 
complete three full days (9:30am-6:00pm) of training We ask of 
volunteers to commit to at least two shifts per term.

Location: University of Oxford offices, city centre

Contact us: training@oxfordnightline.org 

Find out more: https://oxfordnightline.org/volunteer/ 
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The Porch

The Porch is an Oxford-based charity supporting adults 
experiencing homelessness and housing insecurity. For over 40 
years, we have provided practical support, nutritious meals, 
housing and employment advice, wellbeing activities, and a 
welcoming community where people are treated with dignity and 
respect.
Our mission is to empower people to overcome the challenges 
they face by offering opportunities to build confidence, develop 
skills, and move towards greater independence at their own 
pace.

Volunteer roles: Day Centre Volunteers - Support the 
day-to-day running of our centre by welcoming members, 
serving meals, organising donations, and assisting with a variety 
of practical tasks throughout the day. 
Marketing & Fundraising Volunteers – Help us raise awareness of 
The Porch by creating engaging content, assisting with 
photography and videography, designing promotional materials.
Special Activity Volunteers – Share your skills and passions by 
delivering or supporting activities that benefit our members.

Time commitment: 2-4 hours weekly or once a fortnight

Location: The Porch - 139 Magdalen Road OX4 1RL

Contact us: info@theporch.org.uk 

Find out more: 
https://theporch.org.uk/get-involved/#volunteering 
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Oxford Mutual Aid

Oxford Mutual Aid is a community organisation which grew in 
the pandemic from a network of experienced LGBTQ and trade 
union organisers, together with members of local community 
support groups. We work to support our peers and neighbours 
in Oxford, primarily through the provision of food support.
We are now Oxford's largest food support provider, supporting 
2000/unique people a year, the majority of whom are children. In 
our 6 year lifetime we estimate to have delivered to over 5% of 
all households in the city and support over 1.5% of Oxford's 
population each year. 

Volunteer roles: Hall Volunteer - Hall volunteers pack the food 
parcels that go out to households across Oxford. They also 
unload deliveries or donations and carry out maintenance to 
keep the hall organised and hygienic. Anyone can do this and it 
is a meaningful, mindful task. Food Safety, community building 
and safeguarding skills can be gained.
Drivers/Bikers - Drivers and bikers deliver our food parcels. We 
always need drivers and bikers to help deliver to households 
across Oxford, both during the day and in the evenings. You can 
sign up for a regular route, or respond to requests whenever 
you’re available.

Time commitment: Fully Flexible, but we suggest 1-3 hours a 
week

Location: The Richard Benson Hall

Find out more: www.oxfordmutualaid.org/volunteer 
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Sobell House Hospice Charity

We provide compassionate care to people in Oxfordshire facing 
life-limiting illness, and support to their family and friends.
Wherever we provide our care – at the hospice, at home, or 
within the local hospitals – we support people to live as fully as 
possible, and give them a peaceful and dignified end to their life, 
surrounded by their loved ones.

Volunteer roles: We have roles available in retail and fundraising 
teams

Time commitment: Minimum 2 hrs per shift, at least 1 shift per 
week

Location: Across Oxford and Oxfordshire

Find out more: 
https://sobellhouse.org/support/become-a-volunteer/ 

H
ealth &

 
S

ocial C
are

21

https://sobellhouse.org/support/become-a-volunteer/


Berkshire, Buckinghamshire & Oxfordshire Wildlife Trust

We have a bold vision of a wilder Berkshire, Buckinghamshire 
and Oxfordshire, with more nature everywhere – for everyone – 
in towns and rural areas.
We all need nature – for clean water, food and fresh air - but 
nature needs us too. Our mission is to bring about nature’s 
recovery by inspiring and empowering local people and partners 
to help bring nature back.
To put nature into recovery, we need 30% of all land in our 
region properly managed for wildlife by 2030. And that’s good 
for our climate too. By working together, we can create bigger, 
wilder, more connected landscapes across our three counties, 
so nature and people can thrive.

Volunteer roles: Our Volunteering Project Officer (Youth) will be 
promoting a range of opportunities within the Trust, but will also 
be asking students what opportunities they would like to see 
created

Time commitment: Minimum 2 hrs per shift, at least 1 shift per 
week

Location: Berks, Bucks and Oxon. In person and online.

Contact us: volunteering@bbowt.org.uk 

Find out more: 
https://www.bbowt.org.uk/get-involved/volunteer 
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OxGrow Community Garden

We are a community garden, committed to connecting people to 
the land, to food, and to each other. We promote hands-on 
learning in a calm green space - perfect for anyone without a 
garden of their own, wanting to garden but unsure how to start, 
looking to escape the hectic city centre for a while, to meet and 
befriend like-minded people, to participate in a shared 
endeavour. We mainly grow veg to supply the annual Hogacre 
Harvest Festival - but there's seasonal produce available for 
volunteers to take home through summer and autumn.

Volunteer roles: General volunteer - watering, weeding, 
harvesting, etc. - instructions will be given - regular attendees 
may also apply for committee positions

Time commitment: Minimum 2 hrs per shift, at least 1 shift per 
week

Location: Hogacre Common - down Whitehouse Road, past 
S.Oxf.Adventure Playground, over railway bridge

Contact us: mail@oxgrow.org 

Find out more: https://oxgrow.org/get-involved/ 
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Girlguiding

Girlguiding is the UK’s largest youth organisation dedicated 
completely to girls. We empower girls and young women to build 
confidence, develop practical skills, make friends and discover 
their potential through fun, adventure and community action. In 
Oxford City 1 Division, we are working to grow guiding in local 
communities so that every girl has the opportunity to belong, 
especially in areas where access is limited.
Volunteering with Girlguiding is flexible, rewarding and a great 
way to gain new skills, leadership experience and lasting 
friendships while making a real difference to girls' lives. 

Volunteer roles: We are recruiting volunteers for Rainbow, 
Brownie, Guide and Ranger units across Oxford. Roles include 
Unit Helper, Assistant Leader and Unit Leader, with flexible 
opportunities to fit around university study.

Time commitment: Most volunteers attend one weekly unit 
meeting, typically lasting 1–2 hours, plus a little preparation or 
communication time. This usually totals **2–3 hours per week**. 
There are also opportunities for occasional weekend events or 
one-off activities, but these are entirely optional. We are happy 
to discuss flexible volunteering arrangements to fit around 
university commitments.

Location: Headington, Cowley, Oxford and surrounds

Contact us: oxfordcity1division@oxfordshiregirlguiding.org.uk 

Find out more: 
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-involved/become-a-volunteer

O
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Just Like Us

Just Like Us is the UK's LGBT+ youth charity. We provide 
volunteering, employability, mentoring, wellbeing and community 
resources and support through or Ambassador Programme, 
where 18-25 year old LGBT+ folks can tell their stories in a range 
of settings, and gain access to myriad specialised skills 
workshops to develop their confidence, sense of community and 
empowerment.
What you will gain:

● Access to a community of over 400 LGBT+ people your 
age, across the UK! 

● Confidence & Public speaking skills
● The ability to work across a range of educational settings, 

with young LGBT+ people who need your representation
● Team work & Resilience 
● LGBT+ Career Mentoring
● Media and article writing training & the chance to write for 

Diva, Gay Times and more
● The chance to be who you needed when you were younger

Volunteer roles: Just Like Us Ambassador: Are you LGBT+, 
18-25 + based in the UK? Be a Just Like Us Ambassador! 

Time commitment: No minimum hour requirement!

Location: Nationwide and online opportunities available

Contact us: volunteer@justlikeus.org 

Find out more: 
https://justlikeus.org/home/get-involved/volunteer/ 
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Who to prioritise if you only have a few 
minutes at the fair….

Charity Cause

ARCh Assisted Reading for Children Children's Education

Arts at the Old Fire Station Art and homelessness

BBOWT Nature

Be Free Young Carers Young carers

Children Heard and Seen Children and Family support services

Girlguiding Young people

Helen & Douglas House Child Healthcare

IntoUniversity Education / Social Mobility

Just Like Us LGBT+ youth

My Life My Choice Learning Disabilities

Oxford Hub Inequality in Oxford

Oxford Mutual Aid Food Poverty

Oxford Nightline Student Mental Health

Oxfordshire Mind Mental Health Charity

OxGrow Community Garden Nature + wellbeing

Refugee Education UK Refugees, Education

Sobell House Hospice Charity Hospice

The Porch Homeless Day Centre

The Story Museum Arts/Heritage/Family attraction

Museum of Oxford Museum

Quick Guide to Organisations 
Attending





https://brookes.jobteaser.com/en/events


Your views are important to us 
and help us improve the fairs 

each year!

https://bit.ly/obucareersfairfeedback26 

Please give us feedback on how 
you found the Fair

https://bit.ly/obucareersfairfeedback26




SEARCH AND APPLY FOR JOBS

● Graduate Schemes
● Internships
● Placements
● Part time, temporary and jobs on campus

SIGN UP FOR CAREERS EVENTS

● Careers Fair
● Recruitment events and information sessions
● Careers Workshops
● Employer Pop Ups

TALK TO CAREERS

www.brookes.ac.uk/careers

Access our Careers Portal
https://brookes.jobteaser.com/en 

Oxford Brookes Careers

https://brookes.jobteaser.com/en


Oxford Brookes University
Gipsy Lane
Oxford
OX3 0BP

volunteering@brookes.ac.uk
www.brookes.ac.uk/volunteering


