Volunteer
Fair Guide

Thursday 12 February 2026,
11:00am to 2:00pm,
JHBB Forum

Meet charities and see how
you can volunteer

Talk to us
volunteering@brookes.ac.uk

https://brookes.jobteaser.com/en/events/272766
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Prepare for the Volunteer Fair

Open Conversation
Starters

It can be daunting to be part of a
networking event or careers fair,
especially starting up a conversation,
so here are a few ideas to get you
started.

Introduce yourself: What are you
studying, what you enjoy doing, why
you're interested in hearing more about
the charity.

Ask about the charity: The mission
of the charity. What opportunities are
available? It might be you have a
specific role in mind. E.g. Do you have
any finance opportunities.?

Tell me about the day-to-day activities.
What the impact will your role have?
What is the time commitment?

Skills and attributes needed: What
key skills are they looking for? What
makes a candidate stand out?

Experience: What sort of experience
do you like volunteers to have? What
skills and experience can you gain?

Training and development:
Is there any training required?
Are there any development
opportunities?

How to apply, recruitment process:
Find out about the recruitment process
and timeline. Where can | find out
more information?

Their experiences: What is

it like to work for that organisation,
and why did they choose this
charity/role?

Remember

These charities have travelled to
campus to speak to you. Take
this opportunity to show your
interest and convey a positive
attitude.

By being courteous and friendly
from the get-go; relaying your
enthusiasm and being yourself
throughout, you'll convey
professionalism, positivity and
confidence.




Introduction

The exhibitors at this event are attending because they want to talk
to you about their opportunities, as well as to encourage good
applicants to apply to them. This is an excellent opportunity for you
to meet and talk to top charities and find out about local good
causes.

Making the most of the event

Start by reading through all of the guide notes. Have in your mind
some preliminary thoughts on which organisations you want to
approach first, but then use the opportunity to explore further. Be
open to new ideas.

We hope you enjoy the event and get as much out of it as you can!

Visit the Volunteer Centre

Discover the many and varied ways you can help out in your local
community. Find out about opportunities that match your interests,
or try something new and gain new skills! Contact us with any
questions you have about volunteering, or to book in for a
Volunteering 1-1 chat session. Appointments are either virtual via
telephone or in person. Come and visit us on the Volunteer Centre
stand, Tuesdays 10.00am to 2.00pm in the Nook off JHBB Forum

Please contact us at volunteering@brookes.ac.uk.

Volunteer to:
e Have fun
Meet new people
Get to know your local community
Make a difference
Increase your skills and gain work experience
Boost your wellbeing


mailto:volunteering@brookes.ac.uk

OLD FIRE

STATION

Arts at the Old Fire Station

The Old Fire Station is a multiform arts centre in the heart of
Oxford, sharing a building and deep partnership with Crisis,
the homelessness charity. The OFS encourages people from
all backgrounds to understand and shape the world in which
we live through stories, creativity and the arts, and by
connecting with others.

We believe that ART IS FOR EVERYONE. EVERYONE HAS
POTENTIAL.

Our volunteers support us mostly by ushering in our Theatre,
and in exchange enjoy shows for free.

Volunteer roles: Volunteer usher: Friendly and welcoming
customer service, works well within a small team, committed
to diversity and inclusion. Can gain general Front of House
skills, and knowledge of the Theatre and Arts sector.

Time commitment: Very flexible, no regular commitment
needed. This is when you want and when you are available.

Location: Old Fire Station, 40 George Street, Oxford

Contact us: volunteer@oldfirestation.org.uk

Find out more:
https://oldfirestation.org.uk/get-involved/volunteer



mailto:volunteer@oldfirestation.org.uk
https://oldfirestation.org.uk/get-involved/volunteer/

UNIVERSITY OF Libraries
OXFORD B Museums

Oxford University Gardens, Libraries and Museums

The Gardens, Libraries and Museums of the University of
Oxford contain some of the world's most significant
collections. While they provide important places of scholarly
enquiry, for the public they also represent the front door to
the wealth of knowledge and research curated and generated
at the University.

Volunteer roles: Most of our volunteers help on an ad hoc
basis: welcoming visitors, running simple gallery activities,
and gathering feedback. Some volunteers are part of a
specific team and help more regularly (daytime: weekly,
fortnightly, or monthly), e.g. delivering tours, running object
handling, engaging families, and assisting at the welcome
desk. Some volunteers assist curatorial, administrative,
marketing, or education staff in non-public-facing roles.

Time commitment: The expected time commitment varies.
There is no minimum commitment for helping with ad hoc
activities. However, many roles involve volunteers helping
once every few weeks or giving a regular amount of time per
week or month.

Location: We have a number of roles that could be across
different sites or online. Our sites include: The Ashmolean,
History of Science Museum, Museum of Natural History, Pitt
Rivers Museum, Weston Library and Oxford Botanic Garden
and Harcourt Arboretum

Contact us: Volunteering@aglam.ox.ac.uk or 01865282456

Find out more: https://www.glam.ox.ac.uk/volunteering 7
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VIOX

Museum of Oxford

Museum of Oxford

The Museum of Oxford (MOX) is the only museum that tells
the story of Oxford and its people. Through objects, video,
audio, interactive displays and community-curated
exhibitions, MOX shares what has made Oxford such a
special place to live, work and study over 1,000 years of
history. There are a range of volunteering opportunities
available both inside the museum and outside in the city’s
wider communities, from welcoming visitors and public
engagement to supporting museum workshops, family
activities, older people’s events, blog writing and more. Each
opportunity provides a chance to share your passion and
enthusiasm with the public, build new skills, become part of a
friendly team and gain real-world experience in an arts and
heritage setting.

Volunteer roles: Welcoming volunteers, Family-friendly
volunteers - supporting family-friendly events and workshops
for primary schools, Blog writers - writing pieces on Oxford's
history for the museum blog.

Time commitment: 4 hours per month (minimum)

Location: Museum of Oxford unless otherwise specified.
Blog writing takes place remotely.

Find out more:
http://museumofoxford.org/support-us/volunteering



http://museumofoxford.org/support-us/volunteering/
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Jacari -

Jacari
We are a charity providing free English language support to
children and young people from refugee, asylum-seeking and
migrant communities in Bristol and Oxford. We are
celebrating our 70th anniversary in Oxford this year!
Volunteer roles: We are looking for volunteers to tutor young
people in their schools. No experience needed, training
provided!
Time commitment: 1 hour session, plus travel and prep

Location: In schools around Oxford

Find out more: www.jacari.org/volunteer



https://www.jacari.org/volunteer

W\ build a better Oxford

Oxford Hub

We are the hub of community organising in Oxford, working
together to build a better Oxford by tackling inequalities of
health, education and opportunity. We run volunteering
programmes and facilitate community organising to equip,
empower and support people to tackle inequalities with a
focus on where the need and opportunity to make a
difference is greatest.

Volunteer roles: Youth Mentoring - Big Brothers and Sisters
commit their time to build lasting relationships with a young
person, helping to build their self-esteem and achieve their
potential through a wide range of positive activities.
https://www.oxfordhub.org/bbbs

Online Tutoring - Schools Plus tackles educational inequality
in Oxford by providing free tutoring and academic support for
local pupils in Year 3 - 13 (ages 7-18).

Time commitment: 1-8 hours

Location: Youth Mentoring - Oxfordshire | Tutoring - online

Contact us: hello@oxfordhub.org

Find out more: www.oxfordhub.org

10
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ARK-T

Creativity Changes Lives

Ark-T

Ark-T is an Arts and Community centre and mental health and
wellbeing charity, with two venues, based in Cowley, Oxford,
in the heart of one of the 20% most deprived areas in the
United Kingdom. Despite being one of the richest cities in the
country, many people who live in the surrounding area
experience multiple inequalities. We use creativity to tackle
the inequality in our community, through transformative
programmes that help people unlock their potential. People
come here to make art, make friendships and make change in
their own lives and the world around them.

Volunteer roles: Volunteerlng in the Welcome Space: our
Creative Wellbeing Hub in Templars Square. This will involve
putting out different creative activities every day, talking,
listening, giving information and crafting with people who
come into The Hub. Keeping the place tidy and well-stocked
and liaising with staff about concerns are all important parts
of this role.
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Time commitment: 3/ 5 or 10 hours - could be a
morning/afternoon a week, two half days, a day, or two days

Location: Welcome Space in Templers Square shopping
centre (Cowley)

Contact us: volunteering@ark-t.org

Find out more: https://www.ark-t.org

11
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A ARCHWAY
FOUNDATION

SERVING THOSE HURT BY LONELINESS

Archway Foundation

Archway provides a pathway of support to develop positive
well-being, reduce isolation and encourage increased social
contact both within Archway’s own services and in the wider
community. Most social contact roles within Archway are
performed by volunteers who are trained to support people in
Oxfordshire.

Volunteer roles: Individual Support (Face-to-Face) Volunteers
support Friends (people who use our services) on a
one-to-one basis.

Individual Support (Telephone) Volunteers ring Friends (which
is what we call people who use our services) for social
contact conversations and support. The calls will vary in
length but are generally anywhere between 15 minutes and an
hour.

Supportive Social Group Volunteers help with running our
supportive social groups which provide a monthly opportunity
to meet in Oxford or Abingdon.

We would also like to hear from volunteers who might support
with organising fundraising events for us.

Time commitment: 2 hours a week
Location: Oxfordshire

Contact us: anna@archwayfoundation.org.uk

Find out more:
www.archwayfoundation.org.uk/apply-to-volunteer-with-archway
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mailto:anna@archwayfoundation.org.uk
https://www.archwayfoundation.org.uk/apply-to-volunteer-with-archway
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your local children’s hospice

Helen & Douglas House

Helen & Douglas House helps local families cope with the
challenges of looking after a terminally ill baby or child who
will die prematurely.

Helen & Douglas House is a homely place for local children,
living with life-limiting and terminal conditions, and their
families. We provide care in a warm, loving environment. Our
hospice is filled with laughter, whilst also being peaceful place
where families can create happy memories in their last days,
weeks, months or years together.

Volunteer roles: Varied roles at the hospice and in our shops
- ad hoc as well as a regular commitment
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Time commitment: From as little as a couple of hours a
week or each fortnight would work for us, depending on the
role

Location: Our hospice is off the Cowley Road, but we have
retail locations in Headington, Rosehill and Summertown as
well as elsewhere in Oxfordshire

Contact us: Email: volunteer@helenanddouglas.org.uk
Telephone: 01865 794749 - ask for John Hawkins, Volunteer
Administrator

Find out more:
https://www.helenanddouglas.org.uk/get-involved/volunteer

13
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NHS

Oxford University Hospitals
NHS Foundation Trust

Oxford University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust

Volunteers assist in all our hospitals and make all the
difference to our patients during their stay; they are also
enormously helpful to our staff and a valuable part of the
hospital team. Working as a hospital volunteer can help you
learn important new skills, find out about healthcare, meet
new people and contribute to your local community

Volunteer roles: Assisting on help desks and as hospital
guides —greeting patients and visitors

supporting staff in non-clinical areas

ward volunteering.

Time commitment: we are unable to offer short-term
volunteering opportunities; the minimum commitment that we
ask for is 12 months, during which volunteers undertake one
session of two to four hours a week.

Location: John Radcliffe and Churchill Hospital

Find out more: www.ouh.nhs.uk/get-involved/volunteering

14

o
(@)
2
=)
O
Q
=
O

pue yjesH



https://www.ouh.nhs.uk/get-involved/volunteering/
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Order of St John Care Trust (OSJCT)

Volunteers assist in all our hospitals and make all the
difference to our patients during their stay; they are also
enormously helpful to our staff and a valuable part of the
hospital team. Working as a hospital volunteer can help you
learn important new skills, find out about healthcare, meet
new people and contribute to your local community

Volunteer roles: Befrienders - Companionship takes many
forms. For some our Volunteer Befrienders are there for a
good gossip over a cuppa.

Activity Assistants - You’ll be helping to set up for activities,
chatting to residents and getting their ideas for future
adventures.

Music & Singing Assistant - Our volunteer Music and Singing
Assistants bring their passion for music to our homes and the
difference they make is huge.

Beautician -Many of our residents, including our distinguished
gentlemen, enjoy being pampered and our volunteer
Beauticians do just that.

Pastoral Assistant - Many of our residents have spiritual
beliefs or practice a religion but living in a care home can
sometimes pose challenges.

Time commitment: A a minimum of two hours per week
Location: In one of of care homes in Oxford

Contact us: d.clementson@osjct.co.uk

Find out more: https://www.osjct.co.uk/volunteer-us
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mailto:d.clementson@osjct.co.uk
https://www.osjct.co.uk/volunteer-us

SOBELL
HOUSE

HOSPICE

Sobell House Hospice

Founded in 1976, Sobell House was one of the UK’s earliest
modern hospices to exist. We aim to ensure that excellent
palliative and end-of-life care is available to everybody in our
community who needs it. Every year, we care for over 4,500
people and their loved ones.

From the moment someone is told the devastating news they
have an incurable illness until the end of their life, we are here
to support them. Our care also extends to family and friends,
who face the life-changing loss of a loved one.

We care for patients from the age of 18 on our inpatient unit,
through our Living Well day service, in the local hospitals, and
to people at home.
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Volunteer roles: shop volunteer, event volunteer, office
volunteer

Time commitment: Minimum 2 hrs per shift

Location: Our office is based in Oxford and we have 3 shops
in Oxford and 6 more across Oxfordshire

Find out more:
https://sobellhouse.org/support/become-a-volunteer

16
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StMungo's

St Mungo's

St Mungo’s has been on the frontline of homelessness for 55
years, helping people to move forward with their lives. Our
frontline teams are out on the streets, every day and night,
looking for the people who urgently need our help. Join our
volunteer team today to meet new people, develop valuable
skills, and help us tackle rough sleeping.

Volunteers have access to a range of development
opportunities including our Volunteer Development Pathway
for volunteers who are interested in working in the sector. We
also provide references for volunteers, and hold annual
volunteer awards.

Volunteer roles: First Response Volunteer - As a First
Response Volunteer, you will help find those rough sleeping
quicker, and enable Outreach workers to spend more time
supporting those found to move away from the streets and
get connected to other local services. First Responders play a
crucial role to ensure people sleeping rough receive vital
support. This is not a client-facing role and therefore is well
suited to somebody looking for their first role in the
homelessness sector.

Time commitment: 1 shift per month: Thursdays, 6am-10am
Location: Cowley, Oxford

Contact us: firstresponse@mungos.org

Find out more: www.mungos.org/get-involved/volunteer
17
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Oxford Mutual Aid

Oxford Mutual Aid is Oxford's largest provider of regular and
emergency food support. We provide food parcels delivered
direct to door and do not means test. We provide 10,000 food
parcels each year, to ~1000 unique people a month.

We centre community and solidarity in our provision, with
many giving and receiving support to form a network of care
across the city. The majority of food we redistribute is surplus,
rescued from partners and local shops.

We are volunteer-led, and always welcome new helpers!
Whether it's parcel packing in our East Oxford base,
delivering parcels by bike or car, collecting surplus food or
providing remote support - we'd love you to join us in fighting
hunger and building community in Oxford.

Volunteer roles: Parcel packing - Packing food parcels in the
hall to person specific requirements. Simple, good for mental
health as quite meditative, nice for meeting other people.
Deliveries - By bike or car (or our van) - crucial in getting
parcels to people, get to meet people face to face and learn
different parts of Oxford.

Remote - admin, phones, social media - flexible skills

Time commitment: ad-hoc and flexible, although we
recommend a regular shift of 1-3h

Location: OX41UR for in person and as the pickup point for
deliveries, online for remote vols

Find out more: www.oxfordmutualaid.org/volunteer 18
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Oxfordshire

Homeless Oxfordshire

Homeless Oxfordshire provides a range of supported
accommodation for homeless people, specialising in
supporting individuals facing complex life challenges who
often face multiple marginalisation and repeat episodes of
homelessness.

Volunteer roles: English as a Foreign Language teaching-
students can provide support to individuals with poor English
with support from staff, to support people to learn with
different personal challenges and in a range of environments
outside the classroom. Many students find this kind of
teaching experience to be valuable when applying for TEFL
courses or Teach Abroad, Teach First or PGCE roles.

Football Coaching- would suit someone working in sport
science.

Art sessions/ teaching crochet/knitting/music - A good
opportunity for someone creative with an interest in
psychology/ social care to spend time with residents and
learn about support on the ground while offering an engaging
activity for our residents Would be supported by staff
presence.

Time commitment: 3 hours per week

Location: We have locations in Luther Street Oxford, Botley
Road and various East Oxford venues

Contact us: estellawild@homelessoxfordshire.org.uk

Find out more: https://homelessoxfordshire.uk/volunteer

19
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trailblazers

INSPIRING NEW FUTURES

Trailblazers Mentoring

Trailblazers is a charity providing 1:1 mentorship and practical
support to people in prison and post release. Our goals are to
prevent reoffending and improve outcomes for those leaving
prison. Our work inspires and encourages people to change
their future, rebuild their lives and make a positive impact on
their community.

We provide full training, mentor shadowing and a whole host
of information to support you. You’ll work with your carefully
matched mentee. Your mentee will want to make a positive
change and will be prepared to provide the hard work,
courage and commitment needed. As a mentor, you’ll need to
provide them with the support and means to make their
change a reality.

Volunteer roles: VVolunteer Mentors. Trailblazers is looking for
reliable volunteer mentors who are able to commit to the role
for up to 12 months providing weekly 1:1 ETE sessions
remotely either by telephone or via Zoom / MS Teams digital
platforms.

Time commitment: 1-3 hours per week

Location: Online with occasional need to travel (for training
etc)

Contact us: info@trailblazersmentoring.org.uk

Find out more: https://www.trailblazersmentoring.org.uk

20
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Marston
Community
Gardening

Marston Community Gardening
To enhance the health of people and planet by supporting
growing in Marston and local area, through growing food,
sharing and cooking crops and increasing biodiversity
Volunteer roles: Photography, social media, gardening,
cooking, organising, singing, story-telling, carpentry, weaving,
repairing

Time commitment: anything from 2 hours a month to 2
hours a week

Location: In Marston, Court Place Farm Allotments

Contact us: hello@marstoncommunitygardening.org.uk

Find out more:
https://marstoncommunitygardening.wordpress.com

21
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Sandford Talking Shop

We are a community volunteer group based in our own bright,
airy space and garden at Sandford-on-Thames’ Village Hall.
We run a café, convenient shop & community activities.

We offer a safe, friendly space to shop for a wide range of
fresh fruit & veg, bread, eggs, meat, dairy and lots more.

We buy from lots of local suppliers as well as stocking bigger
brands.

We have a great line of refills from Oxford-based SESI.

Volunteer roles: Casual serving in the shop, barista (training
can be given), cooking & baking (if the student already has
catering skills)

Time commitment: Regular slot, minimum 2 hours,
preferably 4 hours

Location: Talking Shop is in Sandford-on-Thames village hall

Contact us: volunteering@brookes.ac.uk

Find out more:
www.sandford-on-thames-pc.gov.uk/our-community/talking-

shop

22
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OL TEE

SolidariTee

SolidariTee is a student-led charity that works to support
communities affected by injustice, with a strong focus on
human rights and global solidarity. The charity raises
awareness about refugee and displacement issues through
talks, campaigns, and events, while also fundraising to
support grassroots organisations working directly with
displaced communities. SolidariTee’s mission is to make
global justice issues more accessible to students and to
encourage meaningful, informed action.

Volunteering with SolidariTee is a great way to meet
like-minded people while building practical skills in teamwork,
campaigning, and event planning. Volunteers gain hands-on
experience in advocacy and fundraising, and have the chance
to make a real impact by supporting organisations doing vital
work on the ground.

Volunteer roles: There will not be specific roles. Rather, the
roles will be broad under the SolidariTee team of Oxford
Brookes. Individuals who are recruited will be team members
where skills such as team-working, communication,
organisational and advocating skills will be required but they
will also be gained through volunteering.

Time commitment: 2-5 hours a week

Location: Usually on campus- in Oxford Brookes University
but also outside of campus, depending on the event.

Contact us: Instagram: @solidariteeoxfordbrookes

Find out more: https://www.solidaritee.org.uk/join-us 23
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OXFORD

BROOKES

UNIVERSITY

VOLUNTEER
CENTRE

Volunteer to enhance
your experience at Oxford
Brookes. The Volunteer
Centre is here to help

you find student friendly
opportunities to volunteer
with tips, advice and our
volunteer Portal.

Join us for charity Pop Ups
and events:
https://bit.ly/obucareersevents

» Boost your CV » Gain skills & experience
» Make a difference » Improve your wellbeing
GET IN TOUCH

ag volunteering@brookes.ac.uk
Visit the Volunteer Portal




WHAT'S HAPPENING
AT CAREERS IN WEEK 4

Monday  How to find a green job workshop
1 6 12.00 noon to 1.00pm
February 0 n I i ne

Monday Building Your Future in the UK as an
International Student

1 6 12.00 noon to 2.00pm

Felionaty Online

Tuesday KEEN Charity Pop Up (See how you can
Volunteer!)
17  11.30am to 2.00pm
To——y Online

Tuesday  Interviews unwrapped workshop

1 7 12.00 noon to 1.00pm
February O n I i ne

International students - how to make yourself
Tuesday  employable in the UK and find a job after

1 7 graduation
12.00 noon to 1.00pm

P Online

Wednesday ~ Working in the UK — Immigration
1 8 12.00 noon to 1.00pm
Online

February

Thursday ~ CVs for International Students - how to make
1 9 your CV stand out in the UK job market
12.00 noon to 1.00pm
Online

February

https://bit.ly/obucareersevents



Please give us feedback on
how you found the Fair

Your views are important to us
and help us improve the fairs
each year!

https://bit.ly/obucareersfairfeedback?25



https://bit.ly/obucareersfairfeedback25

Oxford Brookes Careers

SEARCH AND APPLY FOR JOBS

Graduate Schemes

Internships

Placements

Part time, temporary and jobs on campus

SIGN UP FOR CAREERS EVENTS

Careers Fair

Recruitment events and information sessions
Careers Workshops

Employer Pop Ups

TALK TO CAREERS

% careers@brookes.ac.uk
www.brookes.ac.uk/careers

Access our Careers Portal
https://brookes.jobteaser.com/en



https://brookes.jobteaser.com/en

Hospitality and

Events Fair

Tue 3 February,
11.00am to 2:00pm,
The Terrace, JHBB

Volunteering

Fair

Thu 12 February,
11.00am to 2.00pm,
JHBB Forum

Graduate

Jobs Fair
Thu 26th February,
11.00am to 2.00pm,
JHBB Forum

OXFORD

1372{00) 4 A

UNIVERSITY

Meet employers and
discover jobs on
campus

Talk to Careers
careers@brookes.ac.uk

Physiotherapy
and
Occupational

Therapy Fair

Tuesday 10 March,
11.00am to 2.00pm,
Marston Road

Summer Jobs
and
Opportunities
Fair

Thu 12 March,

11.00am to 2.00pm,
JHBB Forum

Nursing Jobs

Fair

Tue 14 April,
12:00pm to 3.00pm,
Swindon Campus

See who's attending and register your place now:
https://bit.ly/obucareersevents
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INTERNATIONAL

STUDENTS CAREERS WEEK

Bullding Your Future In the UK as an

international Student

16 February, 12.00&m to 2.00pm, Online
https://bit.ly/4sSGR4

Iinternational Students - how to make
yourself employable In the UK and find a

Job after graduation
17 February, 12.00pm to 1.00pm, Online
https://bit.ly/45mM6zE

Working In the UK - Immigration
18 February, 12.00pm to 1.00pm, Online
https://bit.ly/45k0hp1

CVs for International Students - how to make

your CV stand out in the UK job market

19 February, 12.00pm to 1.00pm, Online
https://bit.ly/49LhBVu




Quick Guide to
Organisations Attending

Who to prioritise if you only have a few
minutes at the fair....

Charity Cause

Arts at the Old Fire Station Art and events

Oxford University Gardens, Libraries and Museums Gardens, Libraries and Museums

Museum of Oxford Museums and heritage

Ark-T Creativity and well-being

The Archway Foundation Loneliness

Oxford University Hospital NHS Foundation Trust NHS

Order of St John Care Trust (OSJCT) Care Sector

Sobell House Hospice Palliative Care

Helen & Douglas House Children & Young Adult Health

St Mungo's Homelessness

Oxford Mutual Aid Poverty

Homeless Oxfordshire Homelessness Support

Jacari Education / migration

Oxford Hub Inequality in Oxford.

Trailblazers Mentoring Criminal Justice System and post-release
rehabilitation

Marston Community Gardening Health, environmental community building

Sandford Talking Shop Community shop & cafe

SolidariTee Human rights, Charity




Oxford Brookes University

Gipsy Lane
Oxford

OX3 0BP

volunteering@brookes.ac.uk

www.brookes.ac.uk/volunteering



